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Harris County Clerk announces that Campaign Finance Reports now available on Internet

            

Houston, TX —Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman announced today that the most current Campaign Finance Reports for candidates and officeholders for which the County Clerk is the filing authority are now available on the Clerk’s election website, www.harrisvotes.com . 

“The public can now view information pertaining to campaign contributions to local county officeholders and candidates with a click of the mouse”, said Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman, the chief election officer of the County. “I am pleased that with the encouragement of Harris County Judge Ed Emmett and the County Commissioners we can now offer citizens this new feature that provides free access to information that promotes the American principle of open, transparent and accountable government.” 

Campaign Finance Reports are filed several times during the year by individuals who hold or are seeking public office. The reports detail contributions to a political campaign and also how the contributions are spent. The reports are subject to the Public Information Act and are most often requested by groups that monitor elections, the media and individuals involved in political campaigns. 

Previously only Campaign Finance Reports for the members of the County government (Harris County Commissioners Court) were made available on the County Clerk’s website. The additional data that is available on the Internet will include Campaign Contribution and Expenditure Reports, Campaign Treasurer Appointments and other campaign finance related documents of individuals representing or seeking approximately 143 public offices that are either county wide or within Harris County, but not federal, state or municipal districts. Campaign Finance Reports for political action committees will also be available. 

For Campaign Contribution and Expenditure Reports filed by federal officeholders, the public can visit www.fec.gov . State officeholders campaign reports, including members of the state Legislature, can be viewed by visiting www.ethics.state.tx.us . Campaign Contribution and Expenditure Reports filed by city of Houston officeholders can be accessed at www.houstontx.gov . 

The goal of the Harris County Clerk's Office is to make each campaign finance report filed with the Clerk available to the public on the Internet not later than the second business day after the date the report is filed. Copies of Campaign Finance Reports will continue to be accessible at the County Clerk’s downtown offices. However, report requests filled by the County Clerk’s staff are subject to a nominal fee of ten cents per page.
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