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713.755.6738 - 713.539.0114
VOTING BEGINS FOR DEC. 16TH SPECIAL RUNOFF ELECTION 

Houston, TX- Early voting for the December 16, 2008 Special Runoff Election in State Senate District 17 between Republican Joan Huffman and Democrat Chris Bell begins Monday, Dec. 8th. Eligible Harris county voters may vote at any of the 4 early voting sites located through out Southwest Harris County and at the main early voting location in downtown Houston during the five-day early voting period.  Early voting for the Special Runoff Election ends Dec. 12th.

“Senate District 17 has a total of 208 precincts in portions of 6 counties in Southeast Texas, including Harris,”  said Harris County Clerk Beverly Kaufman, the chief elections officer of the County as she reminded the public that only voters in Harris County who reside in Senate District 17 may vote at the early voting locations in Harris County.  Voters may reference their voter registration card to determine if they are in Senate District 17. Voters may also call the Voter Registrar at 713.368.2200 or visit www.hcvoter.com.

According to Clerk Kaufman only nine-percent of the 874 precincts in Harris County are in Senate District 17. Most of those precincts are in west Harris County bordering Ft. Bend or in west/southwest Houston.  In all, 80 of the precincts in State Senate District 17 are in Harris, 53 in Ft. Bend, 36 in Jefferson, 22 in Brazoria, 15 in Galveston and 2 in Chambers. The Texas Secretary of State’s county-by-county election results show that voters in Harris County represented 53% of the 223,295 votes cast in Senate District 17 in the Nov. 4th Election. Of the other counties in Senate District 17, Ft. Bend accounted for 28% of the votes, Brazoria 10%, Jefferson County 5% and Chambers 0%. 

The special runoff election in Senate District 17 was ordered by Gov. Rick Perry after none of five candidates received a majority of the votes during the special election held during the November general election.  The winner of the special runoff election will complete the term of former State Sen. Kyle Janek who resigned in June. The term expires in January 2011. 

The early voting schedule appears below:

December 16th Runoff Election - Early Voting Schedule:

December 8 – 10                                 8:00 AM – 4:30 PM

December 11                                       7:00 AM – 7:00 PM

December  12                                      7:00 AM – 7:00 PM

Early Voting Locations:

1.  Main Office:

Harris County Administration Building, 1001 Preston, 1st Floor 

2.  S.W. Houston:

Bayland Park Community Center, 6400 Bissonnet near Hillcroft

3.  Near West Side:

Tracy Gee Community Center, 3599 Westcenter Drive (one block 




east of Sam Houston Tollway)

4.  Far West/Katy:

Franz Road Storefront, 19818 Franz Road, Katy 

5. George Bush Park:

Glen Cheek Education Building: 16002 Westheimer Parkway

To locate an early voting site in Harris County, voters may visit www.harrisvotes.com or call the County Clerk’s automated phone line, 713.755.6965.     ###
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